
©2025 Reef Environmental Education Foundation (REEF) 
 

 

 

Hawaii Soldierfish  
Cheat Sheet 

 Janna Nichols: janna@REEF.org 

 

Epaulette Soldierfish (aka Pearly) 

Myripristis kuntee 
 

• White edging to fins 

• Black bar on gill cover thick and rectangular 

• Pearly silver background color  
Narrow scales 

• Clear soft dorsal and anal fins tipped with 
red, round ‘epaulettes’ 

• Usually hovering above the reef 
 
Size: Up to 7” (18 cm) 

 

Bigscale Soldierfish 
Myripristis berndti 
 

• White edging to fins 

• Black bar on gill cover ends in point at top 

• Large scales 

• Orange spiny dorsal fin 

• Usually found in dark places 
 
 
 
Size: up to 11” (28 cm) 

 

Brick Soldierfish 
Myripristis amaena 
 

• No white edging to fins (except pelvic) 

• Large scales 

• Fins are red 

• Usually found under ledges 

• Can mix in with other species 
 
 
 
Size: up to 11” (28 cm) 
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